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Commanders Corner

Welcome to September 2026, Your team appreciates your continued support as we continue to grow
and flourish.

Jason Massey, your Post Adjutant and | are currently at the National Convention in hope of bringing new
and useful information back with even more ideas as to how to help us grow. We should be back at our
post by September 5th.

NFL is coming back very soon and once again, we will have the NFL package for all the off-air games in
a nice climate controlled environment. We also look to expand the kitchen hours on Sat. and Sunday so

snacks and food will be available for your enjoyment.

Since our last newsletter, the Board, backed by General Membership voted to discontinue “Happy Hour”
in the lounge rather than facing short term price increases.

We also now have some type of entertainment for our Friday night dinners, either karaoke, band, DJ,
The Civil Air Patrol will begin meeting on Wednesday evenings at 6:30, beginning on September 9th, all
interested youth and senior members interested in helping mentor the youth are encouraged to attend.

As to the generator, more has been accomplished but we are still awaiting the arrival and installation
that should come soon.

Bingo is every Sun, Mon and Thursday at 3:00 for afternoon and 6:45 for the evening sessions.
Queen of Hearts drawing every Saturday at 6:00, congratulations to Wayne Hons, our most recent
winner.

Texas Hold-em every Monday and Friday at 7:00 PM
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Commanders Corner (Cont.)

Tuesday
Friday
Saturday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Friday
2:00

Saturday

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

Saturday

Sept 1
Sept 4
Sept 5

Sept 8
Sept9

Sept 11

Sept 12

Sept 14
Sept 15
Sept 17
Sept 18

Sept 19

Sept 21
Sept 22
Sept 23
Sept 25

Sept 26

Son's and Marine Corps meetings

Auxiliary Friday night dinner & karaoke

Paddle Auction

Celebration of life for Doug Smith
Legion/Auxiliary Board meetings
Firewatch/Be the one training
Auxiliary Dom. Bingo

Civil Air Patrol

Patriot Day Ceremony & Cookout

Son's Friday night dinner

Marine Corps League Dist meeting
Son's Roadkill

Auxiliary Rock painting
Legion/Auxiliary General meetings
Glamor shots for Lady Veterans
Aux. yardsale set-up

Legion Friday night Dinner

Sea Cadet Dirill

Auxiliary yard sale

Legion Dog Auction

Paddle Auction

DAV meeting

Rider's meeting

Legion Dom Bingo

Fancy Dancers/Good Life

Rider’s Friday night Dinner

Son's Family picnic, membership drive

Quilts of Valor sewing

6:30pm
5:30-7:30 pm
5:00-7:00 pm
1:00-3:00 pm
6:30 pm
11:00am-1:30
6:00-7:30 pm
6:30 pm
11:00 a il

5:30-7:30 p
11:00 am
5:00-7:00
6:00pm
6:30 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
5:30-7:30 p
8:00a-3:00p
8:00a-1:00p
1:15p-3:30p
5:00-7:00 p
4:45

6:30p
6:00-7:30p
9:00a-2:00p
5:30-7:30P
11:00a-3:00p
10:00 a

ostb

Calendar
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VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH IS

Jessica Turner

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU AND ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS DO!

Page 3



Chaplain

September: A Month of Faith, Remembrance, and Service

As we enter September, we are called to pause, reflect, and draw strength from our faith as we honor
those who have served and sacrificed for our nation. Patriot Day September 11th we remember the lives
lost and the courage of First Responders and everyday Heroes. In the midst of tragedy, we trust In
God's presence to bring comfort, hope and healing to all who grieve. American Legion day September
16th reminds us of the enduring Spirit of service. Since 1919, the legion has supported veterans,
strengthened communities and fostered patriotism and Leadership. Their commitment reflects the call to
love and serve our neighbors with steadfast faith. On Pow/Mia Recognition Day, we honor those held
captive or missing in action. The empty chair, white tablecloth and single rose serve as powerful
symbols of sacrifice and the hope that God's protection surrounds those still absent. In this month of
remembrance may our hearts be filled with gratitude, our spirits strengthened by faith and our actions
guided by compassion and service. Let us lift up those who serve, comfort those who mourn and walk in
the path of courage and hope. As post chaplain | am continually encouraged by the way our post family
shows up for one another, whether it is supporting a fellow veteran, mentoring our youth, organizing
community events or simply sharing and meal together. You are living out the very values that make this
organization strong.

God bless the American Legion and God bless America!

Robert Charles
Chaplain, American Legion Post 57
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July/August 2026/2027 Membership Newsletter

Thank you all so much for your continued support of the Columbia County American Legion. As your
Membership Chair, | am incredibly proud to announce that we have already reached our first goal of 50%
membership renewal ahead of the September 2nd deadline. Outstanding job!

As a reminder, anyone who renews their membership before September 30th is eligible to attend our
Celebratory Early Bird Dinner on October 17th. Please see the attached flyer for more details.

Thank you again for renewing early and for your dedication to our Post.
Current totals:

Total members Paid 514

Percent of Goal: 51.25%

Total New Members: 41

8 New Members

6 Transfers in

9 Transfers out

Members Paid Online: 62

Lets Welcome our New Members and Transfers!!!

New Members

Clayton Sparks USMC Nathan Cooper USA James Murphy USA Steve Stafford USN
Denny Swain USA William Norris USA Daniel Taylor USAF Megan Douglas USA

Transfers:
James Reherman USMC John Hrasar USAF Edward Polbos USN Ronald Bailey USA

Post 57 needs your help to continue making a positive impact in our community.

The American Legion offers numerous scholarship opportunities for high school students. For more
information on these initiatives, please visit floridalegion.org.

We are currently looking for volunteers to help educate local youth about our sponsored programs:

- Oratorical Contest: Helps high school students develop leadership qualities and a deeper appreciation for
the U.S. Constitution through an academic speaking challenge.

- Junior Shooting Sports: A gun safety and marksmanship program utilizing .177 caliber air rifles, open to
all youth, including disabled patrticipants.
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Membership (Cont.)

- Boys and Girls State: A selective educational program where students gain hands-on leadership
experience by operating simulated local, county, and state governments.

- American Legion Baseball: Teaches sportsmanship, good health, and active citizenship to young
athletes.

Additionally, we have several volunteer opportunities available at the post:

- Buddy Checks: Assistance is needed to call our veteran members to check on their well-being and
update our database. We are also looking for someone to lead this effort.

- Community Assistance: Volunteers are needed to help handicapped and elderly veterans with lawn
mowing, minor home repairs, and transportation to Gainesville or local grocery stores.

- Office Work: Help is needed with stamping and stuffing envelopes, creating files, and organizing the
office.

- Facilities & Preservation: We need volunteers to paint hallways, refresh displays, and build display cases
for donated WWI and WWII uniforms.

If you can assist with any of these initiatives, please contact me. Thank you for your continued support in
keeping our community strong.

For More information on Programs & Services use these links to Floridalegion.org.

» Junior Shooting Sports

o Law & Order

o Oratorical

« POW/MIA Remembrance
« PROJECT: VetRelief

» Public Relations

» Scholarships

» School Medals

» Scouting

» Sea Cadets

» Special Olympics

» Women Veterans Advocacy

« American Legion Riders
« Baseball

» Blood Donor

« Boys State

» Children & Youth

» Disaster Preparedness
« Employer Awards

« History Books

» Homeless Veteran Outreach
« Immigration

« JRTOC/ROTC

Kelly Valliere, First Vice Commander, Membership
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2026

NORTH FLORIDA/SOUTH GEORGIA

Veterans Systems
Stand-Down and Resource Fair

October 14th, 2026
N9 9:00am to 1:00PM

"‘J’r 7] . I“\“

Light Breakfast and Lunch Provided for
all in attendance
Sponsored by Columbia County American
Legion Post 57
2602 SW Main Blvd Lake City FL 32025

Community Resource Providers, sponsors and
Vendors Please Contact : Kelly Valliere 904-563-0618

Post57membership@gmail.com

ah i me=gn
TENNT AL N~
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American Legion Post 57

Early Bird Dmner

Saturday, October 17* 2026

530 PM to 730 PM
Veterans Renewed By September 30

Are eligible for one of three drawings:
$300, $200, or $100 Gift Card

How to Renew: Come in and do your renewal the'post and pay by cash,
or Check Veterans also can pay by card in the membership office
or
Veterans and Sons can go to Legion.org and pay online using your
membership number and your credit card
Auxiliary can go to legion-aux.org/home and pay by credit card
or
Mail your Checkto American Legion Post 57
2602 SW Main Blvd
Lake City FL 32025
Contact postmembership@gmail.com to RSVP by October 1st
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Burgers | Appetizers
|
Classic Burger : Egg Rolls (2) $4.25
H . Cheeseburger I Chicken Strips $7.00
KItCh e n H o u rs' Bacon Cheeseburger i French Fries $3.75
_ I 1 Onion Rings $4.25
Lu nCh sandwiches : Fried Mushrooms $4.75
. = : Fried Green Beans $4.25
M on d ay Th ru Frl d ay Patty Melt $6.50 : Corn Nuggets $4.25
Hot Dog $4.75 : Jalapeno Poppers $5.25
11: O O a m to 1: O O p m Grilled Cheese $4.25 : Mozzarella Sticks $4.75
. Fried Chicken Sandwich $5.75 : Shrimp $5.75
- D inner - BLT $575 | Potato Skins $5.25
Chicken Salad Sandwich $5.25 : Corn Dogs (2) $5.00
Satu rd ay Th ru Th u rSd ay Fried Fish Sandwich $5.50 : Curly Fries $4.25
Grilled Chicken Sandwich $6.75 :
4:00pmto 8:00pm | @ e e PR
. Salads @ I Wings & Pizza 2
Fridays |
Chef Salad with Ham $7.25 : 6 Wings $6.50
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm Chef Salad with Chicken Salad $725 | 10 Wings $1095
Chef Salad with Grilled Chicken $825 | 10 Wings with Fries $n.75
Kitch en P h one: Chef Salad with Fried Chicken $8.25 : Whole Pizza $8.25
Small Salad $2.25 :
(386) 752_7260 Scoop Chicken Salad $4.00 .i_
[ -
Extras S ! Drinks & Candy
|
Extra Ham $2.50 i Soda
Extra Bacon $2.50 ' Water
Extra Burger Patty $3.50 : Candy
Extra Dressing $50 | Cooki
| ookies
Extra Crackers $25 | Chi
] 1ps
To Go Boxes $50 :
_____________________________ .
LUNCH DINNER
MONDAY THUR FRIDAY SATURDAY THRU THURSDAY
11:00AM TO 1:00PM 4:00PM TO 8:00PM
FRIDAYS ARE FAMILY DINNERS
- 5:30PM TO 7:30PM
»athis OF code
AMERICAN LEGION POST 57 - PHONE: (386) 752-7260 - ADDRESS: 2602 SW MAIN BLVD, LAKE CITY, FL 32025
PRICES EFFECTIVE 7/1/2026

\

Now you can order online
on our website or scan the
QR code on the menu!

—.

Order Online
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Auxiliary News

Before we report on our own doings, the Auxilliary would like to give a big Congratulations to our
Honor Guard for their achievement! Theis certainly puts us on the American Legion map to be
recognized as the awesome Post that we are.

Weegie Garcia has been focused on increasing participation in all that we do by recognizing

the various interests and talents within the Auxilliary. She has been highlighting opportunities
available to our members and looking for new opportunities to be of service. She appreciates
any and all suggestions. If there is something you enjoy doing, making or teaching Weegie is
the one who can turn it into a volunteer opportunity to serve our veterans and the community!

As a reminder, our new colors for the year are kaki, havy blue, army green, camouflage, and
black. This coincides with the motto this year of Mission Auxiliary; Serving Heroes, Success is
the only option. This doesn’t take the place of Red Shirt Friday, and it is still exciting to see all
of the red at the Post on Fridays.

On August 26th we attended the monthly Afternoon Tea for the ladies at the Domiciliary. As
always, they really enjoyed the time with us as we enjoyed our time with them. The treats were
great as usual, and they like the opportunity to get dressed up a little with hats and other
accessories. In September they will be doing Glamour Shots.

Ongoing projects and opportunities to be involved:

Quilts of Valor is an ongoing project, and we host 1- 2 classes monthly teaching basic
sewing skills in order to make the quilt tops. Bringing your own portable sewing
machine would be helpful.

On September 19 th we will have our annual indoor yard sale. Time to clean out
cupboards, closets, the garage and any other place in your home that needs purging.
We will take anything that is not objectional. We can take furniture and other big items
along with clothing and household goods. We cannot collect any items until the week of
the sale; however, you can bring things to the General Meeting in September and
through that week. Large items, such as furniture pieces, can only come into the hall on
Friday before the sale day. On Friday, September 18 th at 3:00 we are planning to meet
in the hall to organize and display our wares.
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Auxiliary News (Cont.)

We continue to collect soda can pop tops for the Ronald McDonald House. When you
have a small (or large) plastic bag filled you can turn these into the bar, into a large
container in the bingo hall or at any of the Auxiliary meetings. These tops do not need
to come exclusively from soda cans. Soup and vegetable cans are acceptable.

We also continue to collect new cosmetic bags to be stuffed with hygiene products.
These go to homeless teens and adult women through various organizations and to
school nurses in Columbia County schools for distribution as needed. If you know of an
organization that could use these, please let Weegie know as we have a supply of them
in our meeting room closet.

We will be gearing up soon to begin candy collections for our fall activities. We are not
collecting school supplies this year as we discovered that giving a money donation from
the Auxiliary goes much farther than these individual donations.

Dates to remember in September:

September — Dance Class - Wednesday Nights in the Lounge

September 4th : Auxiliary Dinner

September 5th: District 3 meeting - Registration is at 9:00 AM with the meeting starting at
10:00 AM

September 9th and 26th: Quilts of Valor Sewing Class

September 17th : Glamour Shots at the Domiciliary

September 18th: Set up for Annual Yard Sale

Septemberl9th: Annual Yard Sale

September 15th : ALA General Membership meeting

Look for emails from the Auxiliary if there is more information on the happenings.

Weegie Garcia

President Unit 57 Auxiliary

For Spirit of Service, Not Self
Submitted by Maryann Dennis
Public Relations Auxiliary Unit 57

SCAN HERE
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Sons of the American Legion News

Hello,

SAL Squadron 57

the Son’s. Our roadkill and dinner went very well. Thank you to all the volunteers who
helped us this month.

Unfortunately, the North Florida Speedway was unable to conduct the Summer Slam
Event due to weather. We were looking forward to the races.

We have our Squadron meeting on September 1 st , at 1830 hours, and our SAL Friday
night dinner on September 11 th , followed by our Roadkill on September 12 th , at 1730

hours.

The SAL Membership Picnic is September 26 th from 1100 hours until 1500 hours.
Please try and attend to support the Son’s and the Post as well.

Good luck to all you hunters this year.......
Stay safe,
Eric Gibson

SAL Commander ~ SCAN ME =~
Join us on |g:gse
Facebook! ?ﬁ};ﬂ&
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Honor Guard

AMERICAN LEGION

POST 57 HONOR GUAR

s AUGUST 2026 NEWSLETTER TINELINE X T 14

HONORING SERVICE * SUPPORTING FAMILIES = SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

(1] POST EVERLASTING 2] AUGUST 14, 2026 - POST EVERLASTING
or - MARINE STEVE HANECHAK

Please join us as we remember and honor Marine Steve Hanechak

with a Post Everlasting Ceremony.

DATE: Friday, August 14, 2026

TME:  11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

e i S - LOCATION: American Legion Post 57

R S T d 2602 SW Main Bivd, Lake City, FL 32025

i) AUGUST 17, 2026 ~ HONOR GUARD FULL DRESS REHEARSAL
FOR NATIONAL COMPETITION

Come ocut and support our American Legion Post 57 Honor Guard

as they perform their Full Dress Rehearsal for National Competition.
DATE: Monday, August 17, 2026
TIME: 3:00 PM

LOCATION: Lake City Mational Guard Armaory
450 MW Lake Jeffery Rd, Lake City, FL 32055

o Weslside Elem AUGUST 19, 2026 AT 1:00 PM ~ FLAG ETIQUETTE TRAINING

—— T DOUCATE APFRONIMATELY —

25 KIDS WESTSIDE ELEMENTARY
WED 'Ig AUG | IPM’ The Post 57 Honor Guard will be in front of approximately 25 kids
RMSE f LOWER f FOi.D to educate them on Raise, Lower and Fold Flag Etiquette.
FLAG ETIQUETTE DATE:  Wednesday, August 19, 2026
__elayenr wanfing fo participale in (i 2 1 B
TR e [x et oy TIME: 100 PM
BLACK POLD, JEANS AND COVER LOCATION: \Westsde Elernentary School

i ed Tl
Q;PA?IIOTWﬁ AUGUST 22, 2026 AT 5:00 PM - QUILT RAFFLE
sl %

P ;ﬁ\ FOR POST 57 HONOR GUARD

d
* RAFFLE, ‘:u },. Joan ws far the drawang of our Patriotic Quilt Raffle!
\ Raffle handmade by Auxiliary mamber Cindi Ehwood.  Proceeds will go

DATE OF RAFFLE 15 towards Post 57 Honor Guard to help with National expenses.

P AUGUST 22, 2026 AT 5:00'M
I EHE AMERICAN LEGION POST 57 LOUNST
PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARDS

DATE: Sawnday, August 22, 2026
TIME: 5:00 PM
YU POST 57 HONOR GUARD LOCATION: American Legion Post 57 Lounge

LT TO HELP WITH NATIONAL EXPENSES,
P ikl Blarsoid = L i 2602 SW Main Bld, Lake Cay, FL 32025

HONOR GUARD MISSION w
“It is eur privilege to stand one final watch for those who served,

SERVICE and ensure that their mremory is honored with dignaty, respect, and graritude, ™

SCAN ME!
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Post Service Officer

From the Desk of Post 57 VSO Mike Poreda. Mike Williams

This past month we have assisted with the emergent needs of Veterans in our community.
Our assistance has provided relief with late payments, eviction notices and finding temporary
lodging to homeless veterans. Additionally, we have continued helping veterans file VA
claims and navigate the process.

We hold office hours every Monday from 10 — 2 for routine business.

Mike Poreda 386-466-4964
Mike Williams 386-867-0177

Honor Guard
Volunteers Needed

i

Practice:
Every Third Wednsday at 11:00am at the Post

Interested?
Contact Kelly Luker (386) 213-2369
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Sca Cadets

Sea Cadets are young men and women aged 10 to 18. We are supported by the U.S. Navy and U.S.
Coast Guard, and our Cadets train on naval bases and other military installations. Sea Cadets gain
unique and valuable experiences that incorporate hands-on learning and teamwork. We meet at the
American Legion in Lake City twice a month for drill. The cadets have many opportunities to go to
training over the summer and winter. If you are interested and would like more information, you can
contact Niki Patterson 303-725-3889. You can also click the link to get more information America's Sea
Cadets - The US Navy’s youth development program.

Our Sea Cadet drills are scheduled for 2026 -2027, These are the drills for the year, are subject to
change.

September 5th, 2026, September 19th, 2026, October 3rd, 2026m October 17thm 2026, November 7th,
2026, November 21st , 2026, December 5th, 2026, December 19th, 2026, January 9th, 2027, January
23rd, 2027, February 6th, 2027, February 20th, 2027, March 6th, 2027, March 20th, 2027, April 3rd,
2027, April 17th, 2027, May 1st, 2027, and May 15th, 2027.

Sea Cadet fundraiser dinners are schedule as followed for until the end of this year:
October 2nd, 2026, December 4th, 2026 -
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tel:(303)%20725-3889

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

1 2 3 4 5
SAL Squadron 57 National Convention National Convention Red Shirt Friday Paddle Auction
Meeting 6:30pm- $1.75 Draft Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Auxiliary Friday Night 5:00pm-7:00pm
7:30pm Line Dancing Dinner 5:30pm- Queen of Hearts
Marine Corps League Lessons 6:00pm- 7:30pm 6:00pm
Meeting 6:30pm- 7:00pm Texas Hold'em
7:30pm 7:00pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Labor Day Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Legion & Auxiliary Living Hope/Fire Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Patriot Day Marine Corps League
Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Texas Hold'em Executive Meeting Watch 8:00am- Red Shirt Friday District Meeting
ALA Bingo Cake 7:00pm 6:30pm-7:30pm 5:00pm Patriot Day 11:00am
Raffle 6:30pm Quilts of Valor Remembrance Post Everlasting
Sewing Group Ceremony and (Ojeda) 1:00pm
10:00am Cookout 11:00am SAL Roadkill Bingo
$1.75 Draft SAL Friday Night 5:00pm-7:00pm
Line Dancing Dinner 5:30pm- Queen of Hearts
Lessons 6:00pm- 7:30pm 6:00pm
7:00pm Texas Hold'em
Auxiliary Bingo 7:00pm
(Domiciliary) 6:00pm- Y\‘%LL ovs%
7:30pm @, [
Civil Air Patrol
Meeting 6:30pm-
9:00am
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Legion & Auxiliary $1.75 Draft Glamor Shots w/Lady POW/MIA Sea Cadet Drill
Auxiliary Rock General Membership Honor Guard Veterans 10:00am Recognition Day 8:00am-3:30pm

Painting 6:00pm

Meeting

Practice 11:00am

Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm

Red Shirt Friday

Auxiliary Yard Sale

Texas Hold'em 6:30pm-7:30pm Buddy Checks Setup for Yard Sale 8:00am-1:00pm
7:00pm 1:00pm-3:00pm 10:00am Legionnaire Dogs
Line Dancing \;,, Legion Friday Night Auction 1:15pm-
Lessons 6:00pm- < Dinner 5:30pm- 3:30pm
7:00pm 7:30pm Paddle Auction
Marine Corps League Texas Hold'em 5:00pm-7:00pm
Bingo (Domiciliary) 7:00pm Queen of Hearts
6:00pm-7:30pm 6:00pm
_—
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Rider's Meeting $1.75 Draft Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm Red Shirt Friday Quilts of Valor
ALA Bingo Cake DAV Meeting 6:30pm-7:30pm Line Dancing Good Life/Fancy Sewing Group
Raffle 6:30pm 4:45pm-5:45pm Lessons 6:00pm- Dancers 9:00am- 10:00am
Texas Hold'em 7:00pm 2:00pm SAL Membership
7:00pm Legion Bingo Riders Friday Night Picnic 11:00am-
(Domiciliary) 6:00pm- Dinner 5:30pm- 3:00pm
7:30pm 7:30pm Rider’'s Roadkill
Texas Hold'em Bingo 5:00pm-
7:00 PM 7:00pm
Queen of Hearts
6:00pm
27 28 29 30
Gold Star Mother's Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm $1.75 Draft
Day Texas Hold'em Buddy Checks
Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm 7:00pm 1:00pm-3:00pm
Line Dancing

£s

Lessons 6:00pm-
7:00pm
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	Thank you again for renewing early and for your dedication to our Post.
	Current totals:
	Total members Paid 514
	Percent of Goal: 51.25%
	Total New Members: 41
	8 New Members
	6 Transfers in
	9 Transfers out
	Members Paid Online: 62
	Lets Welcome our New Members and Transfers!!!
	New Members
	Clayton Sparks USMC Nathan Cooper USA  James Murphy USA Steve Stafford USN
	Denny Swain USA  William Norris USA Daniel Taylor USAF Megan Douglas USA
	Transfers:
	James Reherman USMC   John Hrasar USAF   Edward Polbos USN    Ronald Bailey USA
	Post 57 needs your help to continue making a positive impact in our community.
	The American Legion offers numerous scholarship opportunities for high school students. For more information on these initiatives, please visit floridalegion.org.
	We are currently looking for volunteers to help educate local youth about our sponsored programs:
	- Oratorical Contest: Helps high school students develop leadership qualities and a deeper appreciation for the U.S. Constitution through an academic speaking challenge.
	- Junior Shooting Sports: A gun safety and marksmanship program utilizing .177 caliber air rifles, open to all youth, including disabled participants.


	Membership (Cont.)
	- Boys and Girls State: A selective educational program where students gain hands-on leadership experience by operating simulated local, county, and state governments.
	- American Legion Baseball: Teaches sportsmanship, good health, and active citizenship to young athletes.
	Additionally, we have several volunteer opportunities available at the post:
	- Buddy Checks: Assistance is needed to call our veteran members to check on their well-being and update our database. We are also looking for someone to lead this effort.
	- Community Assistance: Volunteers are needed to help handicapped and elderly veterans with lawn mowing, minor home repairs, and transportation to Gainesville or local grocery stores.
	- Office Work: Help is needed with stamping and stuffing envelopes, creating files, and organizing the office.
	- Facilities & Preservation: We need volunteers to paint hallways, refresh displays, and build display cases for donated WWI and WWII uniforms.
	If you can assist with any of these initiatives, please contact me. Thank you for your continued support in keeping our community strong.
	For More information on Programs & Services use these links to Floridalegion.org.
	Kelly Valliere, First Vice Commander, Membership
	American Legion Riders
	Baseball
	Blood Donor
	Boys State
	Children & Youth
	Disaster Preparedness
	Employer Awards
	History Books
	Homeless Veteran Outreach
	Immigration
	JRTOC/ROTC
	Junior Shooting Sports
	Law & Order
	Oratorical
	POW/MIA Remembrance
	PROJECT: VetRelief
	Public Relations
	Scholarships
	School Medals
	Scouting
	Sea Cadets
	Special Olympics
	Women Veterans Advocacy
	Kitchen Hours:
	- Lunch -

	Monday Thru Friday
	11:00am to 1:00pm
	- Dinner -

	Saturday Thru Thursday
	4:00pm to 8:00pm

	Fridays
	5:30pm to 7:30pm

	Kitchen Phone:
	(386) 752-7260

	American Legion
	POST 57


	MENU
	Appetizers
	Burgers
	Sandwiches
	Salads
	Wings & Pizza
	Extras
	Drinks & Candy
	Now you can order online on our website or scan the QR code on the menu!

	Auxiliary News
	Before we report on our own doings, the Auxilliary would like to give a big Congratulations to our
	Honor Guard for their achievement! Theis certainly puts us on the American Legion map to be
	recognized as the awesome Post that we are.
	Weegie Garcia has been focused on increasing participation in all that we do by recognizing
	the various interests and talents within the Auxilliary. She has been highlighting opportunities
	available to our members and looking for new opportunities to be of service. She appreciates
	any and all suggestions. If there is something you enjoy doing, making or teaching Weegie is
	the one who can turn it into a volunteer opportunity to serve our veterans and the community!
	As a reminder, our new colors for the year are kaki, navy blue, army green, camouflage, and
	black. This coincides with the motto this year of Mission Auxiliary; Serving Heroes, Success is
	the only option. This doesn’t take the place of Red Shirt Friday, and it is still exciting to see all
	of the red at the Post on Fridays.
	On August 26th we attended the monthly Afternoon Tea for the ladies at the Domiciliary. As
	always, they really enjoyed the time with us as we enjoyed our time with them. The treats were
	great as usual, and they like the opportunity to get dressed up a little with hats and other
	accessories. In September they will be doing Glamour Shots.
	Ongoing projects and opportunities to be involved:
	Quilts of Valor is an ongoing project, and we host 1- 2 classes monthly teaching basic
	sewing skills in order to make the quilt tops. Bringing your own portable sewing
	machine would be helpful.
	On September 19 th we will have our annual indoor yard sale. Time to clean out
	cupboards, closets, the garage and any other place in your home that needs purging.
	We will take anything that is not objectional. We can take furniture and other big items
	along with clothing and household goods. We cannot collect any items until the week of
	the sale; however, you can bring things to the General Meeting in September and
	through that week. Large items, such as furniture pieces, can only come into the hall on
	Friday before the sale day. On Friday, September 18 th at 3:00 we are planning to meet
	in the hall to organize and display our wares.

	Auxiliary News (Cont.)
	We continue to collect soda can pop tops for the Ronald McDonald House. When you
	have a small (or large) plastic bag filled you can turn these into the bar, into a large
	container in the bingo hall or at any of the Auxiliary meetings. These tops do not need
	to come exclusively from soda cans. Soup and vegetable cans are acceptable.
	We also continue to collect new cosmetic bags to be stuffed with hygiene products.
	These go to homeless teens and adult women through various organizations and to
	school nurses in Columbia County schools for distribution as needed. If you know of an
	organization that could use these, please let Weegie know as we have a supply of them
	in our meeting room closet.
	We will be gearing up soon to begin candy collections for our fall activities. We are not
	collecting school supplies this year as we discovered that giving a money donation from
	the Auxiliary goes much farther than these individual donations.
	Dates to remember in September:
	September – Dance Class - Wednesday Nights in the Lounge
	September 4th : Auxiliary Dinner
	September 5th: District 3 meeting - Registration is at 9:00 AM with the meeting starting at
	10:00 AM
	September 9th and 26th: Quilts of Valor Sewing Class
	September 17th : Glamour Shots at the Domiciliary
	September 18th: Set up for Annual Yard Sale
	September19th: Annual Yard Sale
	September 15th : ALA General Membership meeting
	Look for emails from the Auxiliary if there is more information on the happenings.
	Weegie Garcia
	President Unit 57 Auxiliary
	For Spirit of Service, Not Self
	Submitted by Maryann Dennis
	Public Relations Auxiliary Unit 57

	Sons of the American Legion News
	Hello,
	SAL Squadron 57
	August is over whew…………………..September is here, that only means one thing
	the start of football? NO!!!!!!! the start of hunting season. We had a good August for
	the Son’s. Our roadkill and dinner went very well. Thank you to all the volunteers who
	helped us this month.
	Unfortunately, the North Florida Speedway was unable to conduct the Summer Slam
	Event due to weather. We were looking forward to the races.
	We have our Squadron meeting on September 1 st , at 1830 hours, and our SAL Friday
	night dinner on September 11 th , followed by our Roadkill on September 12 th , at 1730
	hours.
	The SAL Membership Picnic is September 26 th from 1100 hours until 1500 hours.
	Please try and attend to support the Son’s and the Post as well.
	Good luck to all you hunters this year…….
	Stay safe,
	Eric Gibson
	SAL Commander


	Join us on Facebook!
	Honor Guard
	Post Service Officer
	From the Desk of Post 57 VSO Mike Poreda. Mike Williams
	This past month we have assisted with the emergent needs of Veterans in our community.
	Our assistance has provided relief with late payments, eviction notices and finding temporary
	lodging to homeless veterans. Additionally, we have continued helping veterans file VA
	claims and navigate the process.
	We hold office hours every Monday from 10 – 2 for routine business.
	Mike Poreda 386-466-4964
	Mike Williams 386-867-0177


	Honor Guard Volunteers Needed
	Practice:
	Every Third Wednsday at 11:00am at the Post
	Interested?
	Contact Kelly Luker (386) 213-2369
	Sea Cadets
	Sea Cadets are young men and women aged 10 to 18. We are supported by the U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard, and our Cadets train on naval bases and other military installations. Sea Cadets gain unique and valuable experiences that incorporate hands-on learning and teamwork. We meet at the American Legion in Lake City twice a month for drill. The cadets have many opportunities to go to training over the summer and winter. If you are interested and would like more information, you can contact Niki Patterson 303-725-3889. You can also click the link to get more information America's Sea Cadets - The US Navy’s youth development program.
	Our Sea Cadet drills are scheduled for 2026 -2027, These are the drills for the year, are subject to change.
	September 5th, 2026, September 19th, 2026, October 3rd, 2026m October 17thm 2026, November 7th, 2026, November 21st , 2026, December 5th, 2026, December 19th, 2026, January 9th, 2027, January 23rd, 2027, February 6th, 2027, February 20th, 2027, March 6th, 2027, March 20th, 2027, April 3rd, 2027, April 17th, 2027, May 1st, 2027, and May 15th, 2027.
	Sea Cadet fundraiser dinners are schedule as followed for until the end of this year:
	October 2nd, 2026, December 4th, 2026 -
	CHECK US OUT ON



	FACEBOOK
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	1

	SAL Squadron 57 Meeting 6:30pm-7:30pm
	Marine Corps League Meeting 6:30pm-7:30pm
	2

	$1.75 Draft
	3

	Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm
	4

	Red Shirt Friday
	Auxiliary Friday Night Dinner 5:30pm-7:30pm
	Texas Hold'em
	7:00pm
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	7:00 PM
	26
	27
	28
	30



