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Commanders Corner

It’s getting nippy and the nights are growing longer, Fall is officially here.

My, my have we been busy this past month.

We’ve had a month long candy and coat drive as a family with great success on both fronts. Thank you
to everyone that brought in donations of both items. A lot of folks from the domiciliary and under served
in the schools will be kept warm and there was plenty of candy for our Kid Safe Halloween party.

October 4th saw us come together to assist with a fundraiser for local resident, Ricky Crawford who has
stage 4 cancer. The event went off extremely well and was well attended and supported by the entire
Post family, with the outcome of our raising over $17,500 after expensed to assist Mr. Crawford.

October 15th saw us come together once more to host a Veteran’s resource fair/stand down which was
very well attended by vendors. Family members and Veterans. I feel that everyone benefitted from this
event, even giving us resources that we were previously unaware of.

October 22 we hosted our bi-annual First Responder’s luncheon, with 26 signed in volunteers from the
Legion family stepping up to assist with set up, serving and clean up. We served over 150 First
Responders, either in person or with orders to go for those unable to attend in person. Amazing
teamwork by all, thank you!

Friday, October 24 we had our member’s Halloween party with entertainment provided by the Vintage
trio band in the lounge, a great time was had by all in attendance.

Saturday, October 25th was indeed a very busy day beginning with our Early Bird diner in the hall while
the Riders were hosting their Roadkill in the lounge which was followed by entertainment again provided
by the Vintage trio band.

Friday, October 31st we hosted our annual <Kid Safe= Halloween party. For two weeks members came
together to assemble the haunted house and prepare the hall for the event. Team work made made the
Dream work. We had 250 children 12 and under, with adults and teens we had well over 500 community
members attend the event.

VETERAN’S DAY PARADE: The American Legion family in cooperation with the VFW will be
hosting the Veteran’s Day Parade on Saturday, Nov. 8, while we didn’t select the date, our First
Vice along with a number of Post Family members are doing a terrific job in putting this
together. With brilliant new ideas, this could be the best Veteran’s day parade that Lake City
has ever had. Interested in participating? Contact Kelly.
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VETERAN’S DAY CELEBRATION: Tuesday, Nov. 11 the American Legion Family will come
together to pay tribute to our Veterans, plans are in the works to make this a great event. The
plan is to begin the event at 11:11 am with the posting of the Colors of our nation to be followed
by a Veteran’s day program, we are honored this year to have Quilts of Valor scheduled with us
to give honor to several Veterans we have been nominated, a Dignified flag disposal then a
Veteran’s day cook-out.

TOY RIDE: The Riders are hosting their 10th annual toy run, this year benefitting Voices for
Children (Fundraising side of Guardian Ad Litem) and the Wellborn Community Association
serving underserved children of Suwannee County.

Fall Conference to be held from Nov 20-23 in Orlando, select members of the Boards will be in
attendance during this time.

THANKSGIVING DINNER: As we did last year, we will open our doors on Thanksgiving at
normal time and will be serving a full traditional Thanksgiving Dinner to our members, especially
those without family support. Dinner will be served in the hall from 3:30-5:30 and is by donation
only.

A signup sheet will be posted on the bulletin board, please feel free to sign up and bring a side
dish to serve your fellow members and note what you are bringing so we know what to expect.

TOY DRIVE: Riders are asking for new unwrapped toys to benefit underserved youth in the
community. Ages 12-17 most needed. Collection continues from 11/1-11/14

As always, we have Bingo every Sun, Mon and Thur., the afternoon session beginning at 3:00
pm and evening session begins at 6:45. (NO BINGO ON 11/27 FOR THANKSGIVING DINNER)

The Kitchen is open Mon-Friday from 11:00 til 1:00 pm., afternoon/evening hours
Thurs. 4-8
Fri. 5:30-7:30 (Family Friday Dinner)
Sat. 4-8
Sun 1-8 To support the NFL Sunday ticket
Mon 4-8
Tues 4-8
Wed 4-8
Thur 4-8

Texas Hold-em Mon and Friday

Queen of Hearts, every Sat. at 6:00 pm

Commanders Corner (Cont.)
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Wednesday are $1.75 draft

Commanders Corner (Cont.)
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Chaplain

As we enter November — a month dedicated to gratitude and remembrance — I want to take a moment
to thank each of you for your continued dedication to our veterans, our Post, and our community.

This month holds two very special occasions: our Veterans Day Parade and our Veterans Day
Celebration — moments when we come together to honor the brave men and women who have served
our nation. Let’s show our pride by turning out in full support and representing Post 57 with the same
strength and unity that define us.

As Thanksgiving approaches, let’s remember to count our blessings and extend kindness to those
around us — especially our veterans and families in need.

For years, Mr. Terry Hancock, a proud Post 57 member, stood on the corner of a busy intersection every
morning, waving the American flag and holding a <Thank You= sign. It was his way of showing gratitude
to the person who anonymously paid for his wife’s funeral.

Each day, cars honked and people smiled as he waved with pride and appreciation. Sadly, Mr. Terry has
passed away. In his honor, our community gathered at his corner, waving our flags just as he once did
— to say thank you and to celebrate a man whose gratitude touched us all.

It was one person’s deed that lifted Mr. Terry — and in turn, his life lifted a community. Just imagine
what a community can do by simply picking up a flag and waving to a stranger.

Hebrews 13:2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained
angels.

<For God & Country=

William Bell

Chaplain

chaplain@americanlegion57.org
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Membership

Happy Veterans Month!!!

Membership numbers as of October 30:

Post goal:                                              840
Percentage of goal Achieved:                71.07%
Total Paid Memberships:                       597
New Members:                                       80
Renewals:                                              43 53.4% retention
Transfers from 400_AD (cyber post):     4
Transfers in:                                          15
Transfers out:                                        15

Let’s Welcome Last month’s New Members to our Post!
Gerald Perry               USA
Richard Conley           USA/USCG/USAF
Laura Rister                USMC
William Gallardo         USA
Marjorie Gallardo        USA/USAF
Curtis Thomas            USAF
Randy Adams             USA
Larry Danzy                USA
Trefon Davis               USA
Laderrion Gadson       USN
Christopher Miller       USAF
Andrew Birchall          USMC
William Bradley          USN
Andrew Vickers          USA
James Braun              USA/USMC
Joseph Biamonte       USAF
Nelson Lesmerises    USA
Jerald Jayne Jr          USA
Bobby Harrison          USA
James Wood              USA
Thomas Yates            USA
Marvin Enea               USMC
Gerald Gust                USA
Anthony Hall               USN Ret
Dennis Sullivan           USA
Hubert Lappin             USMC
Michael Brown            USA
Clifford McCormick      USMC

Scan to go to
www.legion.org
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Membership (Cont.)

Joseph Jones              USA
Dallas Shumpert          USCG
Billy Wright                  USN
Robert Donoghue        USAF
Transfers
David Dishman                           USAF FL 0400_AD FDVA Veteran Service Officer
David Ratliff                                USA FL 0291
Joel Knowles                              USMC FL 0400
Kenneth <Casey= Cummings       USN FL 0400
Karen Scott                                 USAF Fl 0062
Stephen Scott                             USN Fl 0062

The Veteran Standdown was hugely successful! We gained 19 new members from that
event, and 4 new Law Enforcement officers from the First Responders Luncheon. We
gained 1 new Auxiliary member from the Early Bird Dinner and one prospective auxiliary
member!

Upcoming events:

November 8th: Veteran’s Day Parade I know some of you will ask <Why November 8th?=
Well... We were able to get a greater response from the community as many of their businesses
are open on Tuesday and they may not have the staff to cover. Secondly, both the VFW and the
American Legion are having Veteran's Day Ceremonies at their respective posts. We have over
60 entrants to this year’s parade! I’m told this is one of the largest responses we’ve had! Be
sure to tell all your friends to head downtown to Marion street to watch the parade!
Our Grand Marshall is our very own CUCM Kenneth Bowen, USN, (Ret.). He was a POW in
Beirut, Lebanon in 1985. He is a Nationally known speaker, a local resident, and he and his wife
Vicki have been members of American Legion Post 57 for many years. We have the National
Guard, ROTC, Fort White and CHS Bands, dancers, floats, decorated jeeps, horse, dogs, candy
and American Flags to be handed out by the Life Trail boys troupe out of Maclenny! Many of our
locally owned businesses and Law Enforcement are attending with decorated vehicles,
American Legion Post 423, American Legion Post 57, the DAV, VA, FDVA, VA Police
Department, Forestry Service, Dept of AG, my goodness, it’s going to be an awesome parade!

December 13th: Wreaths Across America. We will start taking donations for Wreaths
immediately. If you have an interest in ensuring all our heroes have a wreath on their grave sites
in 2025 please contact me! Wreaths are $17.00 a piece. You can sponsor a Wreath for a
specific loved one,or just a general donation by going to Post 57’s page on Wreaths across
America https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/FL0107P. Our post will receive credit for the sale of
this wreath, or you can come in to the post and donate here at the post.
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Membership (Cont.)

We will need Seven (7) Veterans from our post to place Wreaths at Olustee Park in
downtown Lake City, we will also need Seven (7) American Legion Riders, to escort the
Wreaths to Olustee Park. The Ceremony will take place on Saturday, December 13th, 2025
at 12:00pm.

Please volunteer to place Wreaths for the following Services:
US Army, US Marines, US Navy, US Air Force, US Coast Guard, US Space Force, and
Merchant Marines, it would be nice to have a volunteer belonging to each service the wreath
depicts. If you would like to volunteer, the Ceremony lasts for approximately 1 hour. We usually
gather at the post to dress out the wreaths at 10:00 am, the Honor Guard transport the sound
system, and all equipment needed for the ceremony, The American Legion Riders escort and
the wreaths on their Motorcycles. We will need all volunteers to meet at the post no later than
1000 am to run through the ceremony, prior to the actual event. ROTC will be performing the
Presentation of Colors. Post 57 Honor Guard will also be present to represent the post.

The City of Lake City also has their Christmas Festival that same Saturday, Lake City Police
department no longer allows the 21 Gun Salute, to ensure the residents feel safe, in the event
that people are unaware of our ceremony.

Last but not least, please get your renewals in, your current membership card expires on
December 31, 2025. You can pay online. Sons and Veterans use Legion.org. The renew button
is located on the far top right of the website, you will need your member number. If you can’t
locate your member number you may call or email me and I’ll be happy to provide that to you.
Veterans, if you pay here at the post, we can take your credit card, cash or check, Auxiliary and
Sons of the American Legion may pay cash or check. Auxiliary website for online renewals:
https://www.legion-aux.org/ . Auxiliary members contact Cathy Bell, your membership officer for
your Auxiliary membership number.

As always, I am so grateful for your support and kind words as we continue to move our Post
forward!

For God and Country,

Kelly Valliere,
First Vice Commander,
US Navy Veteran,
904-563-0618
Post57membership@gmail.com

Page 8



Page 9

All Shifts
Benefits include: Tips and half price kitchen

Kitchen Volunteers Needed

Interested?
Contact Sharon Huggins (386) 984-9568

Kitchen Hours: 
- Lunch -

Monday Thru Friday
11:00am to 1:00pm

- Dinner -
Saturday Thru Thursday

4:00pm to 8:00pm
Fridays

5:30pm to 7:30pm
Kitchen Phone:
(386) 752-7260

Now you can order online
on our website or scan the

QR code on the menu!



Riders

Hello, and welcome to November, to all of the ALR Chapter 57 Riders

I’m kicking off this newsletter with somber news. One of our Riders, Dan Acosta, had an accident recently
and is currently recovering at UF Shands, in Gainesville. Keep him in your thoughts and prayers. It’s a
rough end to what has otherwise been a good month for Chapter 57. Remember to keep your head on a
swivel and know the other drivers out there may not see you.

Rides our Riders participated in include: The Ricky Crawford Fund Raiser Run; Post 250 Family and
Children in Need ride; The Snowball Express; The Boys Ranch Poker Run; Rides to recover our plaque
from 383 and 129; Individual rides to Biketoberfest, connecting with other Veterans groups, and visiting the
ALR booth; and three fun rides for lunch. All told our riders accumulated over 4500 miles in the saddle,
nearly 200 hrs riding, and $640 in donations to various causes.

Riders Friday Night dinner and Roadkill Bingo were both successful, considering the turnout of below
average due to overlapping event’s. We are grateful to all who came out to help and to support. We sold 49
dinners for our Friday Red Shirt Dinner. Roadkill bingo was successful considering the low turnout, raffling
off one dinner basket and one Halloween art created and donated by an AL member. Between the two
raised nearly $1000.00 for Riders Programs.

I’m looking forward to seeing more of you showing up for rides, events, fundraisers, etc. Our Ride Captain
continues to put together and update a ride schedule, out to December. The schedule is somewhat flexible
and updated as needed. Included in the schedule are fun rides for lunch and fellowship. If you have some
place you would like to ride, bring it to the Ride Captains attention, and we will do what we can to make
it happen. Most of our rides are planned for the weekends, but some of us are available during the
weekdays, and ready to ride.

Upcoming Events:

November 8th - Veterans Day Parade: This is an American Legion event this year. Our First Vice is
working hard to put this together and make a memorable event. As Riders we will be leading the Parade
following the police escort. We need to make a good showing for this ride.

November 15th - The Annual Toy Run: As most everyone should know by now, AL Post 57 and Riders
Chapter 57 are working with different organizations for this year's Toy Run. The Toy Run is an escorted ride
from the Wellborn Community Association to AL Post 57. Flyers have been printed and posted.
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Riders (Cont.)

November 22nd - Riders Roadkill Bingo

November 27th - Thanksgiving Dinner: I’m asking Riders who don’t already have plans, to step up and
help purchase, prepare and/or serve Thanksgiving dinner at the Legion.

For God and Country,

JD Warren
Rider Director
ALR Chapter 57
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Practice:
Every Third Wednsday at 6:00pm at the Post

Honor Guard
Volunteers Needed

Interested?
Contact Kelly Luker (386) 213-2369



Auxiliary News

Our Auxiliary president, Donna Sessa, would like to thank everyone who has renewed their membership
by paying their dues for the coming year. We are now at 58% renewal. Cathy Bell has graciously taken
the position of Membership Chairman and has been doing an awesome job of collecting dues,
organizing files and getting membership cards out. Most of all, she has been very conscientious about
taking care of our new members and getting them presented for voting in a timely manner. Dues
can be paid by mail, leaving them at the bar or online.

The Auxiliary continues to highlight the making and stuffing of bears for the Boggy Creek children. We
will be taking our first batch to Boggy Creek in November and will begin making more after the holidays
as an ongoing project. Our Florida President visited recently and was presented with a red bear as a
remembrance and an example of our worthwhile efforts of the Children and Family Committee.

We are continuing to collect coats, sweatshirts and jackets (gently used please) for the Domiciliary and
for homeless children of Columbia County. These will be delivered in November as the weather gets
cooler. We can accept items throughout the winter months for future delivery. We have been collecting
candy for our Safe Halloween party on October31 and will continue to do so until the day of the party.
Thanks to all who donated these most needed items.

As a fun activity for Auxiliary members, we started a Bunko group on October 10th . We had a great
turnout, including some of our ladies from the Domiciliary. As everyone had a lot of fun we will schedule
another game day after the holidays.

The Legion will be open for both Thanksgiving and Christmas to anyone who wishes to share these
holiday meals with us. We are asking for meat dishes, ham or turkey for example, side dishes and
desserts for both events. The time for the dinner is to be announced.

We continue to collect soda can pop tops for the Ronald McDonald House. When you have a small (or
large) plastic bag filled you can turn these into the bar, into a large container in the bingo hall or at any
of the Auxiliary meetings. These tops do not need to come exclusively from soda cans. Other can tops,
including those from soup and vegetable cans are acceptable.

The meeting room renovation is nearly complete and will be furnished with new chairs and filing cabinets
by vote of the Auxiliary membership. The wait for this space will be worth it in the result.
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Auxiliary News (Cont.)

A few of our members will be attending the fall conference on November 20-23. We
anticipate spending our time attending as many meetings as possible in order to bring
fresh ideas back to the membership for the coming year.

Dates to remember for November:

November 1: Poppy distribution at Publix from 9:00-3:00

November 8: Poppy distribution at Winn Dixie from 9:00-3:00

November 7: Friday’s Auxiliary dinner will be hosted by Karen and Philip. They plan to
serve a hearty chili dish. Please come out and support them with your time and
purchase of a dinner.

November 8: Veteran’s day Parade -11:00

November 11: Veteran’s day celebration at the post

November 27: Happy Thanksgiving, dinner time to be announced.

Donna Sessa
President Unit 57 Auxiliary

For Spirit of Service, Not Self
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Sunday, Monday, Thursday
Day Shift: 2:30pm to 6:00pm

Night Shift: 6:30pm to 10:00pm
Benefits include: Tips and half price kitchen

Callers and
Volunteers Needed

Interested?
Contact David Demars (386) 288-9530



Sea Cadets are young men and women aged 10 to 18. We are supported by the U.S. Navy and U.S.
Coast Guard, and our Cadets train on naval bases and other military installations. Sea Cadets gain
unique and valuable experiences that incorporate hands on learning and teamwork. We meet at the
American Legion in Lake City twice a month for drill. The cadets have many opportunities to go to
training over the summer and winter. If you are interested and would like more information you can
contact Niki Patterson 303-725-3889. You can also click the link to get more information America's Sea
Cadets - The US Navy’s youth development program. 

Our Sea Cadet drills are scheduled for 2025 -2026, These are the drills until the end of this year.
November 1, 2025, November 15, 2025, December 6, 2025, December 20, 2025. 

Sea Cadet fundraiser dinners are schedule as followed for until the end of this year:
October 24, 2025, November 21, 2025, January 9, 2026

Sea Cadets

Volunteer Spotlight

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH IS
Kirsten Olson

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU AND ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS DO!
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On Saturday, October 25th, the Honor Guard had the privilege of presenting the colors for the opening
ceremony at The Lions Club Bike & Car Show in High Springs, FL.

Please join us on November 11th at 11:11 AM for our Veterans Day Ceremony at Post 57, as we pay
tribute to the brave men and women who have defended our nation with honor and courage. During the
ceremony, the Quilts of Valor Foundation will also be presenting quilts to select veterans in recognition
of their service and sacrifice.

Our practices are held at the Post in the Bingo Hall every third Wednesday at 6:00 PM. We invite
everyone to stop by, see what we’re all about, and even drill with us. You might discover a passion to
serve alongside us as we continue to honor our veterans and support our community.

Honor Guard
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On Tuesday, November 4th, 2025 at 6:30pm there will be a reorganization meeting for the Sons of the
American Legion at the Post.

Respectfully

Bill Huggins, Commander, American Legion Post 57

Sons of the American Legion
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County Service Officer

Columbia County Veteran Services
Newsletter

November 2025 – <Honoring Those Who Served=

From the Desk of Ronnie Beasley, County Veteran Service Officer

This Month’s Message

November is a special month for all of us — a time to pause, reflect, and give thanks
for the men and women who’ve worn the uniform. Veterans Day isn’t just a date on
the calendar — it’s a reminder of the sacrifices our veterans and their families make
every day. Our office continues to fight for those who fought for us. Over the past few
months, we’ve helped secure more than $1.2 million in new and recurring monthly VA
benefits for Columbia County veterans and their families. That money goes directly
into our community, improving lives and honoring promises made long ago.

Recent Case Highlights

• Four Columbia County veterans were recently awarded 100% Permanent and
Total disability ratings through our office in October. Each case represents months of
hard work, documentation, and persistence — and now those veterans and their
families have the financial stability and healthcare access they deserve.
• Multiple increases for local veterans, including new ratings for PTSD,
back conditions, and cancer-related residuals.
• Successful appeals on hypertension and sleep apnea claims tied to
herbicide exposure and secondary service connections.

Community Impact

As of November 2025:

• Total Monthly Compensation Added: $97,000+
• Annual Impact: Over $1.16 million in new VA benefits flowing into Columbia County.
• Veterans Assisted Since January: 400+
• Approved Claims &amp; Appeals: 200+ and counting
Every case matters, and every dollar earned goes right back into strengthening our
community.
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County Service Officer (Cont.)

Upcoming Events & Reminders

• Veterans Day Parade 3 November 8th
Join us downtown Lake City as we honor our local heroes. I’ll be there driving my
VSO truck with new magnets on the sides representing the Columbia County Veteran
Service Office. Come by, wave, and show your support for all our veterans!
• Office Closed: November 11 (Veterans Day) and November 28329 (Thanksgiving).•
Need Help with VA Forms? Bring your documents and I’ll sit down with you
personally 4 no appointment needed for walk-ins on Wednesdays.

Did You Know?

• 100% Permanent &amp; Total veterans may qualify for property tax exemptions,
free license plates, and educational benefits for dependents (Chapter 35).
• Surviving spouses receiving DIC may also qualify for Aid &amp; Attendance benefits
and CHAMPVA health coverage.
Stop by the office and we’ll review every benefit you’re entitled to 4 don’t leave
anything on the table.

A Personal Note

This Veterans Day, take a moment to thank a veteran 4 but also, check on them.
Sometimes, a simple <How are you doing?= means more than any ceremony. It’s an
honor to serve those who served. Thank you all for the trust and support you’ve given
this office. Together, we’ll keep pushing forward for every veteran in Columbia County.

Ronnie Beasley
Columbia County Veteran Service Officer
rbeasley@columbiacountyfla.com
(386) 758-3350
1486 SW McFarlane Ave, Lake City, FL 32025



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Start Halloween
Take Down
Sea Cadet Drill
8:00am-3:30pm
Son’s District
Picnic 11:00am-
3:00pm
Paddle Auction
5:00pm-7:00pm
Queen of Hearts
6:00pm

2
Daylight Savings
Time (Set Back)
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm
Auxiliary Junior
Meeting 3:00pm

3
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00pm

4
SAL Squadron 57
Meeting 6:30pm-
7:30pm
Marine Corps
League Meeting
6:30pm-7:30pm

5
$1.75 Draft
11:00am

6
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm

7
Red Shirt Friday
Auxiliary Friday
Night Dinner
5:30pm-7:30pm
Karaoke
6:30pm-9:30pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00 PM

8
Veteran’s Day
Parade 10:00am-
1:00pm
SAL Roadkill
Bingo 3:00pm-
5:00pm
Queen of Hearts
6:00pm

9
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm

10
USMC 250
Birthday

th

Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00pm

11
Veterans Day
Veterans Day
Ceremony and
Cookout
11:11am-2:30pm
Legion & Auxiliary
Executive Meeting
6:30pm

12
$1.75 Draft 
11:00am
Auxiliary Bingo
(Domiciliary)
6:00pm-7:00pm

13
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm

14
Red Shirt Friday
Legion Friday
Night Dinner
5:30pm-7:30pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00 PM

15
Sea Cadet Drill
8:00am-3:30pm
Toy Run 9:00am
Paddle Auction
5:00pm-7:00pm
Queen of Hearts
6:00pm

16
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm
Auxiliary Junior
Meeting 3:00pm

17
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00pm

18
Legion & Auxiliary
General
Membership
Meeting
6:30pm-7:30pm

19
$1.75 Draft 
11:00 am
Honor Guard
Practice 6:30pm

20
Fall Conference
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm

21
Fall Conference
Red Shirt Friday
Sea Cadet Friday
Night Dinner
5:30pm-7:30pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00 PM

22
Fall Conference
Queen of Hearts
6:00pm
Riders Roadkill
Bingo 5:00pm-
7:00pm

23
Fall Conference
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm

24
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00pm

25
Riders Meeting
6:30pm-7:30pm

26
$1.75 Draft 
11:00 am
Auxiliary Bingo
(Domiciliary)
6:00pm-7:00pm

27
Thanksgiving
Member
Thanksgiving
Dinner 3:00pm-
5:00pm

28
Red Shirt Friday
Texas Hold'em
7:00 PM

29
Paddle Auction
5:00pm-7:00pm
Queen of Hearts
6:00pm

30
Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm


