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First Sgt. Trena Dettmer, Columbila High School JROTC instructor, is hugged by students after she received a Quilt of
Walor from the Lady of the Lake Quilters Guild on Wednesday moming.

Local veterans gifted Quilts of Honor in ceremony
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While 13 local veterans
were recognized for lseir
military service on the day
following Veterans Drays, the
reception they recetved was
just as heartwarming, solemn
and appreciative — and even
more touching sinee they
recedved guilis.

The 13 velerans were
reciprents of Quilis of Vabor,
They received their gquilis

during a presentation lhest-
e by the Lady of the Lake
Qslters Guild during a cere-
maey i the First Methodist
Chureh's Fellowship Hall on
Wedneaday morning. The
event was attended by more
tlean 100 peaple.

Following a welcome
by Celeste Beck, a praver
by American Legion Poat
57 Chaplin William Bell
the Colimbia High Schoal
JROTC poated the colors o
start the program.

Kathy Anderson, addressed
the audience with informa-
tion about Cuilts of Valor
Foundation and symbaolizm of
the quikis, as she noted The
(hnlta af Valor Foundation is
a eivilian organkeatioon.

=... You can think of a Quiki
of Valor as a quilted heart
becanse it's guilted and i
cames from our hearig,” she
gabd. “All you have to do i
serve our country honarably
as part of the military.”

The 13 Quilts of Valor

reciplents  were:  Larry
Anderson, HRobert Breyer,
Trena Dettmer,  Michael
Hankey, Glen Healy, Patrick
Humphress, Donald Kletn, Jo
Anpe Picola, Dennis Price,
Robert Shields Je, David
Smith, Stuart Thomas and
Dhaniel Tomplins.

Columbia High JROTC
cadets placed te quilis on
the weterans during the entire
CEFEHanY.
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Dawid Smith, a US Akr Foree weter-
ait, was thrilled to get his gt

“It just means so ouch,” he said
with a smile. “T mean these guys ded
jcated their service to thedr Counley
and everything. [ kind of accept this
for the people that didn’t come back.
[t was juat an overwlelming feeling of
oyt et this quilt.”

st Sgi. Trena Dettmer, 1S Ay,
works at Columbia High School as
the JROTC mstructor, said ahe was
proud to get a Quilt of Valor in front
of her cadets.

“It's emaotional. t's an honor to even
b nominated for this because | had
o blea | was even nominated,” she
saiil. “It was an honor and it felt good.”

Az an instructor with the local
JROTC program, Dettmer gets to
teach atudents about the tradiiomns of
the military and Wednesday she was
able to celebration a civilian tradition
with her stsdents.

“l think the fact that they get to
S0 Velerans arenl [-ilrmﬂ[l.'l:l anid that
they're still rewarded, honored and
bleased that people haven't forgotien
them and that they very apecial in the
cormminity,” she said.

Diennds Price, a US Army veteran
whi recetved a flag. said be was prowed
to be recogmized for his service.

“I'm just kind of proud that I'm ree-
ognized for the Vietnam conflict and
|.a|.r|ar|.-1.'n:|[|.' all the effort that '|aﬂ:||'.||t'
put into this amd especally the talk the
way they did at the beginning sbout
what it all means,” he said. “That's
what was apecial about the quilt — the
meandng beldnd it

Diorothy Price, wige of Dennis Price,
was happy 1o see the ceremony where
leer hiishand was swarded a quilt.

“It makes me feel very prowl,” she
s,

Marjorie Gallardo, Group Leader
for the Qrudlts of Yalor Chapter in Lake
City, the Lake City Lady of the Lake
Cuilters Guild, said during the past
two days theyve given out 21 Quilts
of Valor. She said its the most quilts
the organization has presented in a
1'|un-du.}' [.n':iuﬂ.

“Through the guild and word of
muoith, people have filled-out applics
thons amd given in command and each
vear it continues to grow,” she said
of presenting the quilis. “1 hoping to
reach a lot more veterans so they can
get thetr quilt.”

Gallarado said sl was pleased to
attract more than 100 people to the
presentaivn amd I!||t"|ac|:-g:a:||:|:| 14 grow-
ing in |.~:||'.||.1|u.ri[:.-.

“It makes me feel honored tlst
there's |.l|.'1:r|a|-|.' want to see this |||a|.|-
peTiaing, that the guild Supports it b}
making these tops and that 1 have
people who help me doing binding
andl [ dao probably 50% of the bong-arm:-
iy, " &l aand. <] had a nice committes
that helped me oot that consisted
of myaelf, Lisa Stephens and Kathy
Anderaon”
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ABOVE: A group of veterans that were presented their Quilts of Valor pose for a picture following Wednasday morning'’s presean-
tation ceremony. BELOW: Robert Shields Jr. (center), a LS. Marine Corps weteran, stands with family and friends after he was pre-
sented with a Quilt of Valor.
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