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Commanders Corner

Here we are near the end of another year with the American Legion.

Elections were held for the Post Executive Board on Tuesday, May 19, 2026.

YOUR Executive Board member for the 2026/27 year are:

Commander William (Bill) Huggins
1st Vice/Membership Kelly Valliere
2nd Vice Terry Libbert
3rd Vice William (Bill) Bell
4th Vice Kelly Luker
Finance Officer Richard (Rick) Harris
Judge Advocate David Mangrum
Adjutant Jason Massey
Chaplain Robert Charles
Historian Thomas (Cheesecake) Wilcutts
Sgt. at Arms Mathew (Matt) Fetzer
Exec. Committee Tony Nolan

Robert Preston

Ken Burkes

Jackson Koon

Welcome to your new officers: Kelly Luker, Robert Charles and Jackson Koon

Remember this is YOUR Executive Board we report to you and and continue to try to make the Post

home better for you.

Bingo is every Sun, Mon and Thurs, afternoon begins at 3:00 and evening at 6:45.

Queen of Hearts every Saturday at 6:00 in the lounge.

Draft beer every Wednesday and Saturday $1.75 all day

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH IS
LEE NEWSOME

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU AND ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS DO!

U hank Youe
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Commanders Corner (Cont.)

Tuesday
Friday

Saturday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday-Sunday
Friday

Saturday

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday

Saturday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

June Calendar at a Glance

June 2nd
June 5th
June 5th
June 6th
June 6th
June 9th
June 10th
June 10th
June 11-14th
June 12th
June 12th
June 15th
June 16th
June 17th
June 17th
June 19th
June 20th
June 20th
June 20th
June 23rd
June 23rd
June 24th
June 24th
June 25th
June 26th
June 27th
June 27th

Son’s/ Marine Corp League meetings
Army Recruiters meeting

Legion Friday Dinner w/ Karaoke
Randall Fuchs Celebration of Life
Paddle Auction

Legion/Auxiliary final 2026 Board meeting

Buddy Checks

Auxiliary Bingo (Domiciliary)
Department Convention

SAL Friday Dinner

SAL Roadkill

DAV Meeting

Legion/Auxiliary General Meeting
Honor Guard Practice

Hall Rental

Auxiliary Friday night Dinner
Auxiliary Quilting Class

Paddle Auction

Hall Rental (Timmons/Henry wedding)
Rider’'s meeting

Celebration of Life

Buddy Checks

Legion Bingo (Domiciliary)
Auxiliary Tea Party (Domiciliary)
Rider’s Friday night Dinner

Hall Rental (Massey)

Rider’s Roadkill

6:30
9:00-12:30
5:30-7:30
1:00-3:00
5:00-7:00
6:30
1:00-3:00
6:00-7:30

5:30-7:30
5:00-7:00
4:45

6:30
11:00
6:30
5:30-7:30
10:00
5:00-7:00
5:00-12:00
6:30
1:00-3:00
1:00-3:00
6:00-7:30
2:30
5:30-7:30
1:00-5:00
6:00-8:00

Post 57

Calendar
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Chaplain

As we welcome June, we enter a season of longer days, warmer weather, and opportunities to spend

time with family and friends. It is also a month filled with reminders of the values we hold dear as
members of the American Legion Family—faith, service, patriotism, and community.

June brings us Flag Day on June 14th, a day to honor the symbol of our nation and the freedoms
for which so many have sacrificed. As we proudly display Old Glory, may we remember the men
and women who have defended our flag throughout our nation's history and those who continue
to serve today.

We also celebrate Father's Day, a time to recognize the fathers, grandfathers, and father figures
who have helped shape our lives through their guidance, strength, and love. We are especially
grateful for the veterans among them, whose service extended beyond their families to our
nation.

Last month, our Post family also experienced sorrow as we mourned the loss of some of our
members. Their absence reminds us how precious our time together truly is. Each member leaves
behind a legacy of service, friendship, and dedication to our veterans and community. While we
grieve their passing, we are grateful for the impact they made on Post 57 and the lives they
touched. Please continue to keep their families and loved ones in your thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time.

As members of Post 57, we are blessed to be part of something greater than ourselves. Whether
volunteering at events, supporting fellow veterans, mentoring youth, serving in our Honor Guard,

or simply checking on a friend in need, each act of kindness and service makes a difference.

May God bless our veterans, our military, our American Legion Family, and the United States of
America.

For God and Country,

William Wyatt Bell
Chaplain, American Legion Post 57
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==AMERICAN —
Membership LEGION | BETEONE

Hello from the 2nd largest post in North Florida!!! (Not for long though!!!)
Fist off, let's welcome our new members to the post this month:

Brandon Parker USA AD Nickolas Parker USA AD Dylan Akers USA AD
Christopher Akers USA AD Aver Priest USNAD Keith Capone USN
John Nims USN Stephanie Patterson USA Phyllis Buster USA
Alonzo Timmons USMC Dennis Hart USMC Enrique Perez Cortez USA
Robert Turner-Mattox USA James Johnston USMC Mariano Sanchez USN
Andrew Simmons USA Adam Despang USA John Bethune USN
Vance Blackwell USAF Sarah Albrecht USA Kevin Buford USAF
Garry Priest USA Robert Henry USAF Tammy Ball USN
Grayling Snell USA Eric Steinberg USAF Robert Touchette USN
Gregory Potter USA Cecil Boone USA Jeremiah Kissick USA
William Greene USN Donald Winkleman USA Larry Wells USAF
Nicholas Shute USN Mike Klein USA Michael Waters USMC

These are the Top 4 Posts in North Florida:

Post 137 Jacksonville 1035 members
Post 57 Lake City 975 Members
Post 250 Middleburg 942 members
Post 240 Pensacola 892 Members

We are diligently working towards the title of “Largest Post in North Florida”!

Our Auxiliary is over 113% and our Sons of the American Legion are over 115% The Legionnaires
are at 115.6%. Our little Post is growing exponentially! Thank you to everyone who talks to
veterans in Lake City and beyond about the doings and goings on in our Post! We gained several
new members at the Memorial Day Observance and our Honor Guard was absolutely amazing. It's
these little things that we do that make such a huge impact in our community.

We get so many visitors from out of town and | wish | had a dollar for every time someone tells me
that “This is the nicest post I've ever been to, and what does it take to transfer my membership
here? | want to belong to a post that really embraces its community and its members.” When these
folks talk about our post being the nicest, they don’t mean how big our building is or how well kept
it is. They are talking about how our members talk to new folks, making them feel welcome, making
this post a place they could call home.
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Membership (Cont.)

That is a huge compliment to our Post! We are more than just a bar! The Lounge, Canteen, or bar,
whatever your terminology, is the gathering place where we celebrate our family, and all we have
accomplished throughout the week, month or year. There is so much more going on! Our Adjutant
Jason Massey and our Maintenance Supervisor Shawn Grady have a major project every week,
refurbishing or upgrading something. This month those two have finished up the new signage out
front, changed the flooring in the Beer Cooler, and are steadily reworking the Post camera system.

Our membership team put on an Awards Ceremony and dinner for all the Continuous Membership,
volunteers, and employees. We have started working on the Stand Down and Resource Fair
coming up on October 14th, and beginning preparations for the Veterans Day Parade on
November 7th. Yes, | know Veterans Day is on Wednesday the 11th. The Marine Corps Birthday is
the 10th. We are doing the parade on the weekend to garner more participation from the
community, allow our Veterans to have Veterans Day off and the Marine Corp League to
participate in the parade, go to the Marine Corps Ball in Gainesville AND enjoy the celebration at
the post on VETERANS DAY.

Our Chaplain Bill Bell, Honor Guard Commander Kelly Luker and Commander Bill Huggins
orchestrated a Celebration of Life and military honors for a member who recently passed and then
2 days later they did an outstanding job with Memorial Day Remembrance, Dignified Flag Disposal,
and Post Everlasting for those members who have gone before us to the big Post in the Sky.

We are growing so fast that we need more help to get things up and running in the entertainment
department. If you have a desire to get involved the entertainment committee is looking for
volunteers and committee members to discuss and implement new fun and exciting things to do
here at the post.

We are looking for members who enjoy basic carpentry and the painting that goes with it. If you
have a skill please call or email me to get signed up for the upcoming work parties. We are better
together! Doing things for our Veteran Community shows our Lake City and Columbia County
Community how we are leading the way to make Lake City and the surrounding area the best
place to live.

Thank you all so much for the amazing recruiting job you have done this year. We are definitely
getting the Department of Florida’s attention! Great job and have a wonderful month of JUNE!!!

For God and Country,
Kelly Valliere
First Vice Commander

Scan to go to
www.legion.org
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POST 57

............. LAKE CITY, FL

Burgers

Classic Burger
Cheeseburger
Bacon Cheeseburger

Sandwiches

Patty Melt

Hot Dog

Grilled Cheese

Fried Chicken Sandwich
BLT

Chicken Salad Sandwich
Fried Fish Sandwich
Grilled Chicken Sandwich

Chef Salad with Ham

Chef Salad with Chicken Salad
Chef Salad with Grilled Chicken
Chef Salad with Fried Chicken
Small Salad

Scoop Chicken Salad

Extras

Extra Ham

Extra Bacon

Extra Burger Patty
Extra Dressing
Extra Crackers

To Go Boxes

LUNCH
MONDAY THUR FRIDAY
11:00AM TO 1:00PM

Appetizers
Egg Rolls (2) $4.25
Chicken Strips $7.00
French Fries $3.75
Onion Rings $4.25
Fried Mushrooms $4.75
Fried Green Beans $4.25
Corn Nuggets $4.25
Jalapeno Peppers $5.25
Mozzarella Sticks $4.75
Shrimp $5.75
Potato Skins $5.25
Sampler (any 3 above) $7.75
Corn Dogs (2) $5.00

$4.25

Curly Fries

Wings & Pizza

6 Wings $6.50
10 Wings $10.25
10 Wings with Fries $1.75
Whole Pizza $8.25

Drinks & Candy

Soda $1.50
Water $1.50
Candy $2.50
Cookies $1.00
Chips $.75

DINNER
SATURDAY THRU THURSDAY
4:00PM TO 8:00PM

FRIDAYS ARE FAMILY DINNERS
5:30PM TO 7:30PM

AMERICAN LEGION POST 57 - PHONE: (386) 752-7260 - ADDRESS: 2602 SW MAIN BLVD, LAKE CITY, FL 32025

PRICES EFFECTIVE 3/1/2026

Kitchen Hours:

- Lunch -
Monday Thru Friday
11:00am to 1:00pm

- Dinner -

Saturday Thru Thursday
4:00pm to 8:00pm
Fridays
5:30pm to 7:30pm
Kitchen Phone:
(386) 752-7260

J

Now you can order online
on our website or scan the
QR code on the menu!
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Auxiliary News

Our focus for this month was nominating and electing members to our Auxiliary Executive Board.
Several positions were open, giving newer members an opportunity to serve in leadership roles. Weegie
Garcia was elected and welcomed into the President position. We look forward to an active year ahead
with all of the new Board members as well as the re-elected members. We also reviewed the budget for
the coming year and are proud to be able to make the donations that are so greatly needed by our
veterans and the community.

Girls State is coming up, and we are pleased that all our candidates are able to go as other units have
had empty slots. Unit 57 and Lake City will be well represented. Currently six (6) girls will be attending.
Post 83 is going to pay for one of our alternates and 383 will be paying for one alternate as well.

Carolyn Anderson and MJ are the chairpersons for the poppy committee. A poppy table was set up on
May 16 for Armed Forces Day at the Lake City Publix. This event was a great success with our members
volunteering and robust collections. As a new Auxiliary rule poppy tables can be set up at any event at
any time. We look for new opportunities to give out these wonderful reminders of the sacrifices of our
veterans.

Weegie Garcia will be hosting the June Auxiliary dinner on June 19. She is planning another
scrumptious Cuban dinner. Her skills are well known to anyone who had dinner with her on the last
Havana Night. Irma Wehrli, another of our great cooks, will be hosting July’s dinner.

Ongoing projects and opportunities to be involved:

We continue to collect soda can pop tops for the Ronald McDonald House. When you have a small (or
large) plastic bag filled you can turn these into the bar, into a large container in the bingo hall or at any
of the Auxiliary meetings. These tops do not need to come exclusively from soda cans. Soup and
vegetable cans are acceptable.

We also continue to collect new cosmetic bags to be stuffed with hygiene products. These go to
homeless teens and adult women through various organizations and to school nurses in Columbia
County schools for distribution as needed. If you know of an organization that could use these, please
let Donna know as we have a supply of them in our meeting room closet.
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Auxiliary News (Cont.)

The head of the Quilts of Valor project hosted 2 classes in May teaching basic sewing skills in order to
make the quilt tops. We will continue to have classes and Weegie Garcia is heading this project. Watch
for announcements for the dates in June. Bringing your own portable sewing machine would be helpful.
If you are interested, please contact Weegie.

SCAN HERE

Dates to remember in May:

June 11-14 Convention in Orlando ﬂ

June 19 th — Havanna Night Auxiliary Dinner with Weegie

Look for emails from the Auxiliary if there is more information on the happenings.

Donna Sessa
President Unit 57 Auxiliary

For Spirit of Service, Not Self
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Sons of the American Legion News

May was a great month for Squadron 57! We are proud to announce that we have exceeded our
membership goal and are currently at 113.49% membership for 2025-2026. This accomplishment is a
direct reflection of the dedication, hard work, and support of our members.

During May, we also held our elections for the 2026-2027 Squadron officers. We are excited about the
upcoming year and look forward to building on the momentum we have created together. We want the
American Legion, our veterans, and the members of our community to know that they have the full
support of Squadron 57. That commitment is reflected in the outstanding participation and support
shown at our Sons events throughout the year.

Reaching 113.49% membership is an accomplishment we should all be proud of. It demonstrates

the strength of our Squadron and the commitment our members have to supporting veterans, their
families, and the programs of the American Legion. Thank you to everyone who helped make this

achievement possible.

I would also like to thank all of our members and volunteers who help make our events successful.
Whether you assist with Roadkill Bingo, Friday Night Dinners, community projects, or simply show up to
support our events, your involvement makes a difference. The growing participation of our youth and
families is encouraging and helps ensure a bright future for Squadron 57 and Post 57.

As we move forward, we will continue working to enhance our Roadkill Bingo events and Friday Night
Dinners, providing quality activities and opportunities for fellowship for all members of Post 57. Our goal
is to make every event enjoyable, welcoming, and something our members can look forward to
attending.

As we begin the new year, we encourage all members to stay involved and share their ideas for making
Squadron 57 even stronger. Whether through volunteering, attending events, supporting our veterans, or
helping grow our membership, every member plays an important role in our success. Together, we will
continue to strengthen our Squadron, support our Post, and make a positive impact in our community.
Thank you for your continued support and participation. Together, we will make the coming year one of
the best yet for Squadron 57.

William Bell
Vice Commander
Squadron 57
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Honor Guard
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Honor Guard

s

Contact Kelly Luker (386) 213-2369

I "I- '
L_E b _J

SCAN ME!

! Honor Guard g A
Volunteers Needed
Practice:
Every Third Wednsday at 11:00am at the Post

\_ Interested? \_ Yy,
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Post Service Officer

June brings several opportunities to recognize America’s veterans as we near the nation’s 250th
anniversary.

* June 6: D-Day Anniversary — Mark the 82nd anniversary of Normandy with local remembrance
events and tributes to WWII veterans.

» June 12: Women Veterans Day — Celebrates women'’s service since 1948. In Central Florida, watch
for the FDVA Women Veterans Summit in Tampa and community gatherings in Jacksonville, Seminole,
and Largo.

* June 14: Flag Day & U.S. Army Birthday — Honor the U.S. flag and Army with parades and patriotic
ceremonies.

* June 27: National PTSD Awareness Day — Part of PTSD Awareness Month. Central Florida’s Marion
County hosts a morning awareness walk at Tuscawilla Park.

Florida residents can find more events through the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs
(floridavets.org), American Legion, or VFW posts.

Let’s show our gratitude this June—attend an event, volunteer, or simply say thank you.

Thank you to everyone’s continued support of the VSO. Your donations allow our ongoing assistance to
Veterans in need.

Lisa G. Brown

Veteran Service Officer
Post 57

Lake City, FL
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Youth

It has been wonderful to see more young families and children attending our events and enjoying
everything that American Legion Post 57 has to offer. While Rome wasn’t built in a day, neither
will our Youth Program. However, we are moving in the right direction. With funding in place

and many great ideas being shared, we are excited about the future.

Throughout the summer, we will be working to provide fun and engaging activities both at the
Post and around the community while the kids are on summer break. Our goal is to create
opportunities for families to spend time together, build friendships, and strengthen the bond
within our American Legion family.

We look forward to a summer filled with fun, fellowship, and memorable experiences for our
youth and their families. Stay tuned for upcoming events and activities!

American Legion Post 57 Youth Program Team

011‘1 our

FACEBOOK
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Sea Cadets

Sea Cadets are young men and women aged 10 to 18. We are supported by the U.S. Navy and U.S.
Coast Guard, and our Cadets train on naval bases and other military installations. Sea Cadets gain
unique and valuable experiences that incorporate hands-on learning and teamwork. We meet at the
American Legion in Lake City twice a month for drill. The cadets have many opportunities to go to
training over the summer and winter. If you are interested and would like more information, you can
contact Niki Patterson 303-725-3889. You can also click the link to get more information America's Sea
Cadets - The US Navy'’s youth development program.

Our Sea Cadet drills are scheduled for 2025 -2026, These are the drills for the first part of the year.
May 2nd, 2026.

We break for the summer, and cadets go to summer trainings. We start back up with unit drills in
August.

Sea Cadet fundraiser dinners are schedule as followed for until the end of this year:

May 1st, 2026, July 31st, 2026.

@ 3:©

o *t.’,é
e
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https://www.seacadets.org/
https://www.seacadets.org/

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Bingo 3pm & Funeral Reception Sewing Class Bingo 3pm & Red Shirt Friday D-Day Anniversary
6:45pm (Hall Rental) 10:00am 6:45pm Army Recruiters Celebration of Life
Texas Hold'em 11:00am-3:00pm $1.75 Draft Luncheon 9:00am- Randall Fuchs
7:00pm SAL Squadron 57 12:30pm 1:00pm-3:00pm
Meeting 6:30pm- Legion Friday Paddle Auction
7:30pm Night Dinner 5:00pm-7:00pm
Marine Corps 5:30pm-7:30pm Queen of Hearts
League Meeting Karaoke 6:30pm 6:00pm
6:30pm-7:30pm Texas Hold'em
7:00pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Bingo 3pm & Bingo 3pm & Legion & Auxiliary Buddy Checks Department Department Department
6:45pm 6:45pm Executive Meeting 1:00pm-3:00pm Convention Convention Convention
Texas Hold'em 6:30pm-7:30pm $1.75 Draft Bingo 3pm & Women Veterans SAL Roadkill Bingo
7:00pm Auxiliary Bingo 6:45pm Day 5:00pm-7:00pm
(Domiciliary) Red Shirt Friday Queen of Hearts
6:00pm-7:30pm SAL Friday Night 6:00pm
Dinner 5:30pm-
7:30pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00 PM
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Department Bingo 3pm & Legion & Auxiliary Honor Guard Bingo 3pm & Red Shirt Friday Sewing Class
Convention 6:45pm General Practice 11:00am 6:45pm Auxiliary Friday 10:00am
Flag Day DAV Meeting Membership $1.75 Draft Night Dinner Paddle Auction
Army Birthday 4:45pm-5:45pm Meeting Mike Klein for 5:30pm-7:30pm 5:00pm-7:00pm
Bingo 3pm & Texas Hold'em 6:30pm-7:30pm Congress (Hall Texas Hold'em Timmons/Henry
6:45pm 7:00pm Rental) 6:30pm 7:00 PM (Hall Rental)
5:00pm-12:00pm
Queen of Hearts
\ 6:00pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Father's Day Bingo 3pm & Rider's Meeting Celebration of Life Auxiliary Tea Party Red Shirt Friday National PTSD
Bingo 3pm & 6:45pm 6:30pm-7:30pm 1:00pm-3:00pm (Domiciliary) Riders Friday Night Awarness Day
6:45pm Texas Hold'em Buddy Checks 2:30pm Dinner 5:30pm- Massey Party (Hall
7:00pm 1:00pm-3:00pm Bingo 3pm & 7:30pm Rental)
$1.75 Draft 6:45pm Texas Hold'em Rider’s Roadkill
Legion Bingo 7:00 PM Bingo 5:00pm-
(Domiciliary) 7:00pm
6:00pm-7:30pm Queen of Hearts
6:00pm
28 29 30
Bingo 3pm & Bingo 3pm &
6:45pm 6:45pm
Texas Hold'em
7:00pm
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